AGNI  PURANAM.	3
known namely Savda Brahma* and Para Brahma^ <mrt
two branches of learning are to be mastered namely rites and
ceremonials} and Sruti§ (5). Headed by Suka and Paila
I repaired to the hermitage of Badarika. Bowing there
unto Vyasa we accosted him and he communicated unto us
the true Essence (of things) (6).
vyasa said :—
Do thou, O Suta, headed by Suka and others, hear of the
True Brahma, the greatest of the great, communicated
unto me by Vashistha when he was accosted by the sages (7).
VASHI3THA said:—Hear, O Vyasa followed by the entire
world, I will describe to you two sciences (Vidya) which
Agni, accompanied by the sages and celestials, communicated
unto me in the days of yore (8). [I will describe unto thee]
the Rik and the othfer Vedas in which is contained the
knowledge of Para Brahma and which'gives satisfaction to
all the celestials, as well as the Purana communicated by
Agni and which is designated by Brahma as Agneya. It
•" The phrase (Aham Brahmasmi) I am Brahma cited in the Brihad
Aranyaka Upanishad of Yayur Veda is thus explained:—The Infinite
Intelligence, the Supreme Self, residing in the body, composed of the
five elements, by the inherent force pf Maya, but discovered as a
xvitness by passivity, self-control and other means for attaining self-
knowledge is the .signification of (Aham.)
Brahma refers to th* self-existent, all pervading Supreme. Self. And
(am) establishes the non-difference of the two intelligences expressed
by I am (Brahma). If therefore the identity of the individual and
universal intelligence be established, then the use of (< am Brahma)
by one liberated in life necessarily implies no contradiction, but an
established truth,
* The Vedas which is held in equal reverence with Brahma by the
Hindus for its spiritual knowledge consisting in words.
f The Supreme Being to whose eternal existence the Vedas testify.
J Srimitisor the rules of rues and ceremonials. The word literally
means that which is remembered.
§ The word laterally means that which is heard, It i* the know-
ledge Tcvealcd in the Vedas.

